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SHEBBEARE, 
SIR, 


paſſion, and Diſtreſs of every Kind 
affords a juſt Claim to Commiſe- 


\ S the ** are entitled to com- 


ration, you cannot be offended at any At- 


tempt to remove the Inquietude of Mind 
that may been occaſioned by your late 
Sentence, or at my endeavouring to alle- 


viate the Smart, by pouring in the Balm 


of Conſolation. Misfortunes brought up- 


on ourſelves by Raſhneſs and Folly, are 
too often treated with Neglect, and even 
with Ridicule; but the Man of true Hu- 
manity will feel for Diſtreſs however it is 


occaſioned ; and the compaſſionate Judge 
B will 
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will ever be ſenſible of the tender Emo- 
tions of Pity for the Criminal whom he is 


obliged, by the Laws of Humanity, .as 


well as thoſe of his Country, to condemn. 


; From theſe Conſiderations, Sir, you 
may expect all the Candour, and all the 
Lenity, that your Situation demands, and 


I ſhall not diſappoint theſe juſt Expecta- 


tions. I am not afraid to ſay, that I have 
a warm, an ardent Love of Liberty. This 
I confider as the invaluable Privilege of 


every Briton; a Privilege purchaſed by 


the Blood and Treaſures of our Anceſtors ; 
and which, I hope, in Spite of, all Op- 
poſition, will be handed down to our lateſt 
Poſterity. A conſiderable Branch of this 
ineſtimable Bleſſing is the Liberty of the 
Preſs, which ought to be ever ſacred; and 
every. Attempt to ſuppreſs it, will be re- 
ſented by a free People. | 


/ 


In this every honeſt Briton will agree | 


with me. But it may be neceſſary here to 


conſider more attentively the Nature, of 
Liberty, and in what this Blefling, fo 


juſtly dear to every Man born in this hap- 
py Iſland, muſt conſiſt. Civil Liberty 


then, is the free Power of doing every 


Thing we pleaſe, that is not inconſiſtent 
| with 


TS 


with the Laws which we ourſelves have 
made by our Repreſentatives; or, in 
other Words, the free Power of doing 
what is neither inconſiſtent with the Tran- 
quility and Happineſs of the State, or of 
any Individual: For none can pretend 
that he has a Right to. violate the Laws, 
to raiſe a Sedition, to plunder or cut the 


Throat of his Neighbour, whenever he 


pleaſes : A Man is indeed left at Liberty 
to do what he chuſes; but if he abuſes 


this Freedom, by committing a Robbery 


or Murder, none will condemn the Laws 
which bring him to Juſtice. Thus, by 
the Liberty of the Preſs, we have the 
Power of communicating our Thoughts 
to the Public, on any Subject, without 
our being obliged to ſubject them to the 
Inſpection of a Licencer of the Preſs; but 
if we abuſe this Liberty, by endeavouring 
to de bauch the Morals of the People, or 
to raiſe an Inſurrection, none ſure will 


blame the Government for interpoſing, 


and preventing the People from being 


deluded by Falſhood and Calumny, and 


inflamed by Sedition. The Liberty of 
the Preſs has therefore its Limits, like 


Liberty of Action; it cannot give us a 


Right to violate the Laws, to ſtrive to 
overturn a Frame of Government the moſt 
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perfect and excellent, or to incite the 
People to riſe in Rebellion againſt 
Meaſures in themſelves the moſt wiſe- 
ly adapted to promote the general Hap- 
pineſs, Thus while a Perſon is juſtly 


liable to be puniſhed for ſaying any Thing 


to the Prejudice of the meaneſt Tradeſ- 
man, or the loweſt Mechanic, it cannot 
be thought an Irjury to the Liberty of 
the Preſs, to puniſh one who has, in 
Print, defamed and miſrepreſented, in 


the groſſeſt Manner, all who have been 
concerned in the S for theſe 


ſeventy Vears paſt, who ſnatched the 


Laurels won by our Patriots and Generals, 


and offered the moſt virulent and inve- 
nomed Abuſe, the moſt flagrant Inſults 


on his preſent Majeſty, and his royal 
Father. | 


Vou will be apt to imagine, that I have 


now rambled far from my Subject; but 
the above Definitions of Liberty are only 
given, to ſhe you what little Reaſon you 


| have to complain of Severity; and to af- 
ford you the high Satisfaction and Com- 
fort you muſt certainly feel, when you 
reflect what would have been your 
dreadſul Fate, had you lived in the 
Reign of the Stuarts, when, according 


to 


34 


to you, Liberty and ä ſhone in 
all their Luſtre. 


In thoſe bleſſed, in thoſe defirable 
Times, ſo much extolled by you, there 
was not the leaſt Shadow of this Liberty, 

which is now enjoyed in its fulleſt Ex- 
tent. In the Reign of Charles I. * a De- 
cree was made in the Star-Chamber to 
this Effect. That none. ſhall preſume 
2 8 to print any Book or Pamphlet what- 
6 © « ſoever, unleſs it be firſt licenſed: by the 
„„ Archbiſhop of Canterbury, or the Bi- 
« ſhop of London for the Time being, 
PL e or by their Appointment ;. and within 
| ö tc the Limits of either Univerſity, by the 
© Chancellor or Vice-Chancellor thereof ; 
«© upon Pain that every Printer, ſo of- 
« fending, ſhall for ever thereafter be diſ- 
| © abled to exerciſe the Art of Printing, 
“ and ſhall ſuffer ſuch farther Puniſhment, 
« as by this Court, or the High Com- 
« miſſion, ſhall be thought fitting; that 
before any Books, imported from fo- 
« reign Parts, ſhall be expoſed to Sale, a 
© true Catalogue of them ſhall be pre- 
* ſented to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
* or the biſhop of London: And that no 
© Officer of the Cuſtoms ſhall deliver 


* In July, 1637. 
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6 any foreign Books out of ele Cuſtody, 


" e thoſe Biſhops ſhall have appoint- 
« ed one of their Chaplains, or fome 
« other learned Man, with the Maſter 
« and Wardens of the Company of Sta- 


„ tioners, or one of them, to be preſent 


« at the Opening of the Pack and Far- 
ce dels, and to view the ſame.--- And if 


e in this Search there happen to be found 


« any ſchiſmatical or offenſive Books, 
tc they ſhall be brought to the aforeſaid 
« Biſhops or the High Commiſſion Of- 
te fire, that the Offenders may be puniſh- 
« ed. That no Perſon whatſoever ſhall 
«« print in the Parts beyond Seas, or im- 


port from thence, any Engliſh Books. 


ce or whereof the greater Part is Engliſh, 
« whether formerly printed or not; and 
c that no Books whatſoever ſhall be re- 
« printed, though formerly licenſed, 
« without a new Licence firſt obtaitied, 
t upon; Pain of the like Cenſure 5, | 
« Puniſhment. And that if any Perſon 
« whatſoever, that is not an allowed 


« Printer, ſhall preſume to ſet up a Preſs, 


« or {et and compoſe Letters for the lame, 
c he ſhall be ſet in the Pillory, and 
3 whipt through the City of London: . 


* Ruſtworth'ColleQtion, Vol, II. p. 463 
This 


7 oo 
This, Sir, was properly, and in the 


ſtricteſt Senſe, deſtroying the Liberty of 


the Preſs; it was doing it in the moſt ſe- 
vere and effectual Manner; it was not 
puniſhing the Abuſe of this Liberty, but 
taking away this Liberty itſelf. Let me 
congratulate. you, Sir, again, that you 
did not live in thoſe bleſſed Times, when 
not one of your Six Letters would have 
been licenſed ; when none but a Madman 
would have committed them to the Exa- 
mination of theſe Court Inguifitors ; and 
when, perhaps, not one Work that you 
ever wrote could have been communi- 
| cated to the Public, without ſubjecting 
you to Fines and Penalties of a very dif- 

ferent Kind from thoſe now laid upon 
| you, and which are ſo dreadful that I 
tremble to think of them; and of which I 
| ſhall hereafter give you ſome Inſtances. 


If you are really acquainted with the 
Hiſtory of thoſe Times which you fo 
highly extol, and prefer to the preſent, 


you muſt be fully ſenſible that this Law 
againſt the Liberty of the Preſs, notwith- 


ſtanding its Severity, was executed with 
the utmoſt Rigour by thoſe who made it. 
They refuſed to licence many Books againſt 
Popery, nor would they grant a new Li- 

CENCE 
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4 8 ] 
cence for re-printing Fox's Book of Mar- 
tyrs, Biſhop Jewel's Works, and a Num- | 
ber of others. 


I cannot forbear quoting a Paſſage from 
Milton's excellent Speech for the Liberty 
of unlicenſed Printing. Speaking of the 
Imprimaturs, he obſerves, that 

Sometimes five Imprimaturs are ſeen to- 
<« gether dialogue wiſe in the Piatza of one 
“ Title- page, complimenting and ducking. 
« each to the other with their ſhaven 
a Reverences, whether the Author, who 
* ſtands by in Perplexity at the Foot of 
of his Epiſtle, ſhall to the Preſs or 
ce to the Sponge. Theſe are pretty Re- 
6 ſponſaries; theſe are the dear Anti- 
ce phonies, that ſo bewitched of late 
* our Prelates and their Chaplains with 
ce the goodly Echo they made; and 
e beſotted us to the gay Imitation of 
« a lordly Imprimatur; one from Lam- 
« beth Houle, another from the Weſt 
« End of St. Paul's; fo apiſhly roma- 
« nizing, that the Word of Command 
« was ſtill ſet down in Latin, as if 
* the learned grammatical Pen that 
«© wrote it would caſt no Ink without 
« Latin; or perhaps, as they thought, 
« becauſe no vulgar Tongue was wor- 


cc thy 


1 


* 


* thy to expreſs the pure Conceit of an 
* Imprimatur; but rather, as I hope, for 
„that our Engliſh, the Language of Men 
ever famous and foremoſt in the At- 
ce chievements of Liberty, will not eafily 
find ſervile Letters enow to ſpell ſuch 
ce a dictatory Preſumption engliſhed.” 


be printing without a Licence was 
eſteemed a Crime of the greateſt Magni- 
tude, John Warton and John Lilburne, 
who afterwards, you know, made a con- 
ſiderable Figure by oppoſing even Crom- 
well himſelf, were brought to the Star- 
Chamber, and examined on their printing, 
contrary to the abovementioned Decree; 
when refuſing to take an Oath to anſwer _ 
all the enſnaring Queſtions that might be 
aſked them, to make them condemn 
themſelves, they were ſentenced to 80 
back to the Fleet Priſon, and thete to 
remain till they complied with the Or- 
ders of the Coutt; to pay, not Five 
Pounds, but Five Hundred Pounds each 
to his Majeſty, and to be bound with 
Sureties for their good Behaviour. This 
. merciful Court further decreed, that Lil- 
 burne. ſhould be not only pillored, but” 
whipt through the Streets from the Fleet” 
N "Ms ; Priſon 


0) 
Priſon, to a PiHory placed between Nei- 
minſter hall Gate 15 the Star- Chamber; 
and after ſtanding in the Pillory, be re-, 
turned to the Fleet, there | to remain accofd-, 
ing to the Decree. _ 


Theſe Puniſhments, fitter for Ruffiun. 
Boors, uſed from their Infancy to the 
Whip, than for Engliſhmen who had been 
trained up under mild Laws, and a gentle 
Government, were executed with the ut- 
moſt Rigor on Lilburne, a Man of a gen- 
teel Family, and far above the Vulgar in 
point of Underſtanding. He was ſmartly + 
whipt from the Fleet to Weſtminſter, which 
is at leaſt a full Mile; but what makes 
me pity him the more, he had, like you, 
Doctor, an unconquerable Spirit; for 
while he was undergoing this long and 
dreadful Flagellation, he uttered many 
bold Speeches againſt the Tyranny, of 
Biſhops; and while his Head was in the 
Hole, of the Pillory, he ſcattered ſeveral _ 
Copies of Pamphlets, which he took out 
of his Pocket, and toſſed among the Peo- 
ple. But the Audacity of this Proceeding 
ſo exaſperated the Court of Star-Chamber, 
which was then ſitting, that they cauſed 
him to be Sabged during the remaining 


Time 


6 11 ) 5 5 
Time he flood i in 60 Pillory, 2 8 
that he ſhould be laid alone, with Irons 
on his Hands and Legs, in the Wards of 
the Fleet, where the baſeſt and meaneſt 


Sort of Priſoners were, at that Age con- 
fined „ TE | 


=—_ 


0 Shebbeare ! r art thou, that thi 
is not the Reign i Charles the Fir 
Thank God that the Times are altered, 
and that thou liveſt not in the Times thou 
ſo highly commendeſt; but in that Reign 
which thou ſo bitterly revileſt. 


But this Inſtance, Rhockidy as it is, is 

mild and gentle, in compariſon of others 
I have to mention, in the ſame admired 
Reign; and which you, Sir, muſt ap- 
prove, if you approve the Meaſures. of 
that Adminiſtration, though you yourſelf 
have the greateſt Reaſon to rejoice, that 
you are not made the Victim of ſuch 
"Cruelty. The Sufferings of Leighton, 
Prynne, Baſtwick, and Burton, are ſtill 
read with Horror, by all who. have any 
Senſe of Compaſſion; and ſtand as eternal 


Monuments of the Iahumanity of the 


Bo Ruſhworth, 9 II. pag; 466. 
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Miniſtry of that applauded. Reign, and. of 
the Mercy with eh you are treated | 
in 1 this. | | 


In 1 Vear Pr M. Alexander 
Leighton was * proſecuted in the _ 
Chamber, for writing a Book, entitled, An 
Appeal to the Parliament; or, $10n's Plea 
againſt Prelacy, and ſentenced to be com- 
mitted to the Fleet, not for three Years 
only, but during Life, unleſs his Majeſty 
ſhould be graciouſly pleaſed to enlarge him; 
to pay a Fine, not of ſo trifling à Sum 
as Five Pounds, but TEN THOUSAND 
PovNDs, to the King; to be degraded from 
the Miniſtry; to be brought to 15 Pillory 
at Weſtminfter, while the Court was ſit- 
ting; and there whipt; to be then ſet 
upon the Pillory for a convenient Spade, 
and have one of his Ears cropt off, and 
his Noſe ſlit, and be branded in the Face 
with S. 8. for a Sower of Sedition: be then 
carried to the Priſon of the Fleet, and at 
ſome other Time to the Pillory in Cheap- 


ſide, and be there likewiſe whipt; then 


ſet upon the Pillory, and have his other 
Ear cut off; and from thence be carried 
back to the Priſon of the Fleet, to remain 
there during Life *. Barbarous as this 


* Ruſhworth, Vol. II. p. 56. 5 
Sen- 
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(cn 1 | 
Sentence was, it was inflicted in all its Ri- 
gour, as far as the corporal Puniſhment 
extended ; but, happily for Mr. Leighton, 
that Suben who was: diſtinguiſhed hy 
his Learning and Abilities, was releaſed 
by the Long Parliament, from his exorbi- 
tant Fine and Impriſonment. N 


Rejoice, O Sbebbeare ! that thou liveſt i in 
a Reign, in which ſuch Cruelty is un- 
known. If thou preferreſt ſuch an Ad- 
miniſtration as that I have juſt mentioned, 
to the mild, the gentle Government, un- 
der which we live, thy Noſe unſlit, and 
undeformed; thy Ears, which ſtill remain 
on thy Head, and thy Back ſtill untorn 
by cruel Stripes, will witneſs 1 Ingra- 
titude. | a 


The next Inftance I ſhall give for your 
| Conſolation. is, that of Mr. William Prynne, 
who afterwards diſtioguiſhed himſelf by 


oppoling Cromwell, and in contributing to 
the Reſtoration. 


in This Gentlemen was an eminent Law- 
yer, and like you, Doctor, a very volu- 

minous Author. In the Year 1632, he 
wrote his Hiſtrio * which was li- 
cenſed 
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N 5 
cenſed by Archbiſhop Abbor's Chaplain ; * 
but even this Licence could not fave the 
Author: for it being againſt Plays, and 
there being a Reference in the Contents to 
this Effect, Women Afors notorious Whores, 
relating to ſome Women Actors, mention- 
ed in his Book; it unfortunately happened, 
that about fix Weeks after, the Queen 
acted a Part in a Paſtoral at Somerſet- houſe ; 
upon which Archbiſhop Laud, and ſome 
other Prelates, who had been off:nded at 
his Works, the very Day after the Queen 
had acted her Part, ſhewed the, Book to 
the King, and pointed out the Article in 
the Contents, Women Afﬀors notorious 
| Whores, perſuaded the King and Queen 
that Prynne had written the Book againſt 
— Majeſty and her Paſtoral, though it 
was publiſhed ſix Weeks before the Paſ- 
_ was acted. Their Majeſties, how- 
ever, directed nothing againſt him, till 
Laud ſet Dr. ne to examine his 
Works, in order to collect all the offen- 
ſive Paſſages they contained; and this be- 
ing done, he was committed Priſoner to 
the Tower on the iſt of February, 
1632-3 , and on the 17th of February, 


+ Whitlock's Memorials of the Engliſh Affairs, 
page's 18. | 
1633 


(mY 
1633-4, was ſentenced in the Star- bam 
ber to be expelled the Univerſity of O- 
ford, and Lincoln's Inn, degraded and diſ- 
enabled from the, Profeſſion of the Law; 
fined Five Thouſand Poupds to the King: 
ordered to ſtand in the Pillory, firſt in 
Palace- Tard, Weſtminſter, and three Days 
after in Cheapfide, in each to loſe an Ear 
to have his Hiſtrio Maſtix publicly burnt 
befote his Face by the Hand of the Hang» 
— as and to. remain in N We 
Ai 43090 
This ra, WA FOR dds 4 s executed 
in May 1634, and Mr... Gerrard, in his 
Letter to the Lord Deput y. Went wor thy 
ſays z, that while he ſtood in the Pillory 
in Cbeapſide, he was almoſt ſuffocated * 
his Volumes, that were. urns ee. Nl 
Wow: Hs 


| Rejoice, and be —_— glad, O Sed 
| beare! no ſuch enormous Sum is demands; 
ed of thee; thy Ears are ſafe, and thou; 
art in no Danger of Suffocation by the 
burning of thy Works; nor, will the hard 
and | cruel, Fate of this voluminous . 


7 | 


* Strafſorde' 5 Letters, Vol. x; p. 1 15 2 : 
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ever be thine, while a Groker ſits on the 
Throne of Great Britain! The Family | 
thou haſt ſo groſly abuſed, will ever be 
the Guardians of Liberty, and have too 
Nr Goodneſs to 8 pon a Worm. 


1 


Bat we bave not yet done with Mr. 


Prynne. After this bloody Sentence was 


executed, he was remitted to Priſon, 
where, as ſoon as he could procure Pen, 


Ink, and Paper, he wrote a very ſevere 
Letter to Archbiſhop Laud, on his Sen- 
tence in the Star-Chamber. This again 
awakened the Reſentment of that angry 


Prelate; who again complaining to the 
King, bis Majeſty commanded him to refer 
it to Noy, the Attorney-General. - Ney 
ſent for Prynne, and demanded whether 
the Letter was of his Hand-writing or 


not; but he deſiring to ſee it, like a Man 


of Spirit tore it to Pieces, and threw the 
Pieces out of the Window, which for 
that Time rer a farther Noſecu- 


tion ? . 11 ; ol 


5 115 | had, however: like 708, Sir, the! 


Itch of Writing, and a Talent at finding 


Fault. In 163 5, 1636, and 1637, he 


gee * Life of Archbiſhop Laud. 
1 pub- 


1 


1 
publiſhed ſeveral Books, particularly one; ; 
entitled, News from Tpfwich, in which he 


reflected very groſſy on the Archbiſhop 


and others of the Biſhops ; for which, on 


the 14th of June, 1637, he was ſenten- 


ced in the Star-Cbamber to pay Five 
Thouſand Pounds to the King, to loſe 


the Remainder of his Ears in the Pillory, 


to be branded on both Cheeks with the 
Letters S8. L. for a Schiſmatical Libeller, 
and to be perpetually * in Gere 
narvon Caſtle. | 


Happy, thrice happy, Shebbeare! let me 


repeat again, that from the mild, the hu- 


mane, and gentle Government under 
which you live, you have been in no 
Danger of theſe barbarous and ſavage Se- 
verities. Though, like Prynne, you have 


been twice called in queſtion, yet, like 


him, you have not been twice cropped, 
your Ears are ſtill unmangled, and thoſe 
Organs are not, by a ſecond Operation, 
pared cloſe to your Head. Your Cheeks 


are in no Danger of being ſcorched and 
ſeared by the glowing, burning iron; and 


though they have not bluſhed at extol- 
ling thoſe Days of Cruelty, and prefer- 
ing them to theſe Times, when Mercy | 

"0 reigns ; 3 


15 1 
reigns; yet no artificial Bluſh has been 


raiſed in them by a painful Inflammation. 
They are ſtill undeformed, you are ſtill 
unbranded, and no L. I. for Libeller and 


Incendiary have, n your comely 
en = | "i 


In the Year 9M Baſtwick, a dr 


of Phyſic, having printed a Pamphlet, 
called, Flagellum Epiſcoporum Latialium, 
in which he reflected on the Biſhops ; 
and alſo a Litany, in purſuit of the ſame 
Deſign, was brought into the Star-Cham- 
ber; as was the Reverend Mr. Henry 


Burton, Rector of St. Matthew's, in Fri- 


aay-ftrect, London, for having, on the 5th 
of November, 1636, preached in his own 
Church two Sermons, publiſhed after- 
wards under the Title of, Fear. God and 
the King. Theſe Gentlemen were cloſely 
confined, and proceeded againſt in the 
Srar- Chamber at the ſame Time with Mr. 
Prynne, juſt mentioned, and jointly drew 


up an Anſwer ; but could get no Coun- 


ſel to ſign it, through Fear of the Court; 
and though they petitioned” for” Liberty 


in their Counſels Default, to put in their 7 
Anſwers under their own Hands, yet 


they were refuſed; and were alſo denied 
Ll e . the 


the Liberty of exhibiting. a Croks-Bill 
againſt Laud and his Adherents. Thus 


( wo. 


no legal Anſwer being put in, nor filed on 


Record, the Court, on the 14th: of Fune, 


1637, began, for this pretended Contempt, 
to proceed to Sentence: But the Defen- 
dants before the Court ſpake, cried out 
for Juſtice, that their Anſwers might be 


read, and that they might not be con- 


demned unheard, Nevertheleſs, becauſe 
their Anſwers were 'not filed on Record, 


the Court proceeded to give Sentence. 


That of Prynne has been already mention- 


ed; the two others were alſo fined each in 


5000, degraded from their Functions, 
and Degrees in the Univerſity; ordered 


to be ſet in the Pillory, and to have both 
their Ears cut off; to be confined to per- 
petual cloſe Impriſonment, Baſtwick in 


the Caſtle: of Launceſton, in Cornwall, 


and Burton in the Caſtle of Lancaſter ; 


to be debarred the Acceſs of their Wives 


and Friends, or any other except their 
Keepers, and denied the Uſe Pen, 


Ink and Paper: ! 


This monſtrous Sentence, fo illegally 
paſſed, was executed, though Mr Burton's 
Pariſhioners ſent a Petition to the King 


D 2 ſigned 
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ſigned by ſixty of their Names, to intreat 


for his Pardon and Liberty; but this was 


ſo far from having any Weight, that the 


two Gentlemen who delivered it were 


committed for their Pains. A few Days 
after the End of the Term, two Pillories 


were erected in the Palace-Yard, and 


there the Sentence againſt Prynne, Bur- 


ton, and Baſtwick was read. They ſtood 
two Hours in the Pillory, Burton by him- 


ſelf, who had been degraded three. Days 
before in the High Commiſſion-Court. 
The Place was full. of People who cried 
and lamented terribly ; and what added 


to their Grief and Horror, the Execution 
was performed with ſuch Barbarity, and 
the Rev. Mr. Burton was pared ſo cloſe, 


that the temporal Artery was cut, which 


made the Blood ſtream in great Abundance 


upon the Scaffold: And yet he ſhewed 
ſuch Courage as not to ſhrink at the Pain. 
Dr. Baſtwick was very merry ; and told the 
People, that the Lords had their Collar- 
Days at Court, and this was his. His 
Wife, got a Stool, and mounting up kiſ- 
ſed him ; and his Ears being cut off, ſhe 
called for them, put them into a clean 
Handkerchief, and carried them awa 
38 15 precious Relicks of a Huſband _ 
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However, 


Fuller's Church- Hiſtory. 
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then was never to fee more &, Theſe tbe 

unhappy Gentlemen were after wards re- 

moved from the above Places of 1 


ment, far from their Friends, to the 
Illands of 4 , Guernſey, and Scily: 


were all ſet at Liberty 
about three Tee after, by an Order of 
Parliament. | | 

O Doctor | do not your Ears tingle at 
theſe ſavage Inſtances of Cruelty? Can 


you avoid ſympathiſing with Men of Re- 
putation and Learning, thus baſely, igno- 


miniouſly, cruelly treated? Vou alſo have 
a Wife and Children; how would you 
bear to be ſentenced never to ſee them 


more; to be deprived of all ſocial Converſe, 


and after having your Perſon thus mutila- 
ted, to be condemned to languiſh out the 
Remainder of your Life in the ſolitary 
Gloom of a Priſon. Happy Shebbeare! 1 
congratulate you for living under a Govern- 
ment incapable of Cruelty, and under a 
Sovereign too good to be actuated by that 
Reſentment that might have rendered 


your Life a continued Scene of Miſery. - 


You are happy i in wing | in a Reign where 


* Ruſtiworth's Collections. Vol. I. Part 2. and 
mn 


* 
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Liberty is enjoyed in its fulleſt Extent by 
every Briton, and where you yourſelf have 
Experienced to what Lengths the moſt li- 
_ centious Sallies of the Pen may be carried. 
The above Writers were all of them Men 
of Reputation, and were thus ſeverely pu- 
niſhed, not for abuſing the Sovereign, and 
defaming his Adminiſtration ; but for laſh- 
ing the Biſhops ; what then would have | 
been your Puniſhment, had you in that Wl | 
Reign thus inſulted the Crown itſelf; and 
in your Invectives paid no Regard to Truth 
or Decency ? Had you thus uttered all the | 
Gall of Malice, and all the Venom of im- 4 
potent Rage? Poor Shebbeare ! Had that 
been the Caſa, I ſhould have pitied you; 
I ſhould have ſympathized in your Tor- 
tures, and have joined with your miſerable 
Wife, your Son and Daughters in lament- 
ing your Sufferings. But rejoice, Sir ! 
and receive Conſolation ! Your Puniſh- 
ment 1s light and tranſitory, and you 
have it ſtill in your Power to be happy, 


I ſhall add another Inſtance or two, to 

ſhew the Severity with which Offenders 
were treated in that reign. *© I remem- 
** ber, ſays Oſborne, after Felton had given 

2 , the fatal Blow to George Duke of Buck- 


L ngham, 


— 


cc. 


ingham, one Savil *, formerly burnt 
in "the Shoulder for a Rogue, (finding 


how acceptable the News was where- 


ever it came) gave out he was the Man 


who did it; and that, tho' an honour- 


able Perſon's Brother, he wanted Mo- 


ney to convey him away; upon which 
he was apprehended, and, though not 
worth a Groat, fined a conſiderable 
Sum in the Star- Chamber; to which 
the Wiſdom, Equity, and Juſtice of 
that Court added (becauſe they wanted 
Power to hang him) this corporal Pu- 


« niſhment, viz. That he ſhould be 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


by 


* 


cc 
cc 


whipped from the Fleet, where he lay , 
Priſoner, to the Pillory in Weſtminſter 
Palace-yard, there to be, for two Hours, 

with his Ears nailed, and after to loſe 
one Ear, have his Noſe ſlit, and then 
to be branded in the Forehead; all 
which, as long as the Bowels of Hu- 


manity would give me Leave, I looked 


upon. Nor was this more than half 


his Puniſhment, as much being to be 
done to him in Cheapſide; but that 


(as J heard) the King, more charitable 


T. (os, Savage, for is he called himſelf; but his 
true Name was Heron. | 


c than 
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E: "un his Judges, did pardon it; though 


* his perpetual Reſidence in Bridewell 
<« was not remitted, till for another Thing 
* (ſome thought unlikely to be done in 
4 ſuch a Rata * = * at 2 


1 * burn *. : 


See, 0 Shebbears! Fl horrible Punih- 
ment inflicted for no other Crime but ly- 


ing; for a ſingle Lye; which however 


impudent, could hurt Nobody but the 
Man himſelf. Rejoice then at the Mildneſs 
of your Fate, for had the preſent wiſe and 
mercifulAdminiſtration behaved with equal 


- Rigour, what would have become of you 
who have invented and printed a thouſand! 


Of you, who have never .wrbte one true 
Fact without miſrepreſenting it, in order 
to deceive and inflame the People, againſt 


the moſt reſpectable Perſonages. 


In the ſame glorious and merciful Reign, 
one Walker for libelling his Neighbour, 
and accuſing him of ſtealing of Wool, 
was committed to the Fleet during Life, 
fined a thouſand Pounds, ordered to be 


ſet in the Pillory twice, at each Time to 


* Osborn's Works, pag. 690. 


have 
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have an Ear cut off, and to pay the Plains 
uff five hundred Marks Damage *, £1494 


And Bowyer for landeting Lied ar Un 
Arminian and a Papiſt, was ordered by 
the Court to be committed to Bridewell, 
there to be kept to hard Labour during 
Life, and never ſuffered to go Abroad, 
fined three thouſand Pounds; to be kon 
os in the Pillory with his Ears nailed to 

; to be obliged to confeſs: his Offence, 
400 to be branded in the Forehead with 
the Letters LR. 


Rejoice O Shebbeare ! I cannot help re- 
peating, rejoice and be exceeding glad, 
that thou liveſt in a Reign where ſuch 
Crimes are not puniſhed with the 15 
brutal and more than ſavage Cruelt 
Rejoice that tho thou haſt more baſcly 
defamed and vilified the Father of thy 
Sovereign, thou art not puniſhed as Wal- 
ker was for ſlandering his Neighbour; 


. Rejoice, that thon who haſt repreſented 


the Revolution, in Conſequence of which 
his preſent Majeſty fits on the TIS. 


* Ruſhworth's Collections, Appendix, paß 66, 
+ Ibid, p. 65. 13 


as 


ct: 
| us the greateſt Curſe that could. befal this 

Nation, art not puniſhed even as this Bow- 

yer, who barely, by his Lips, defamed a re- 

ſentful Prelate. No three thouſand Pounds, 

a much more enormous Sum then, than it 

is at preſent, is demanded of thee. To 

the Pillory on which thou haſt been plac'd, 

thine Ears were not nailed, thy Forehead 
4 1s unbranded ; and thou art not condemn- 
„ ed to wear out a wretched Life in beat- | 
1 ing Hemp in Pride well. I rejoice with 3 
1 thee, that thou liveſt in a Reign, in which 
ww the Sentences inflicted by the Laws are 


dictated by Mercy and Pity, and not by 

Cruelty and a mean Revenge. Rejoice 11 
that this is the Reign of George and not 

of Charles; a Prince of the Houſe of 

Hanover, of that Houſe which thou 

wickedly termeſt the Preſbyterian Meſſiah, 

and not of the Family of Stuart. 


The Reign of King Charles the Second, 
was little leſs ſevere with Reſpect to the 
| Sentences paſſed on thoſe who offended” 
= the Court. Indeed, inſtead of the ſavage 
"x Cuſtom, ſlitting of Noſes, cutting off 
1 Ears, branding in the Cheeks or Forehead, 
| and other Inhumanities practiſed upon thoſe 
who were guilty of the moſt trifling Of- 
tences ; 
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fences ; the Law was ſtretched to-inflic 
{till larger Fines; and on other Occaſions 
inſtead of torturing the ſuppoſed Crimi- 
nal by ſuch di ſgraceful Sufferings, Preten- 
ces were found, for putting him to Death. 
The Liberty of the Preſs was held in 
Chains, and the ſmalleſt Exceſs in the 


Liberty of Speech . thed with the ut= 
_ Migour, | 


Mr. Pilkington, Sheriff of London, ao 
the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen took the 
Reſolution to wait on the Duke of York 
with their Compliments of Congratulation 
on his Return from Scotland, not only re- 
fuſed to give his Attendance, but raſhly 
faid, The Duke of York has fired the City, 
and is now come to cut our Thraats. 'Twa 
of his Brother . Aldermen, Hooker: and 
Tulſe, had the Henour of being Witneſ- 
ſes againſt bim; and fo forward were the 
Juries now. become, ſays Mr. Echard, that 
they found a Verdict for the Plaintiff; and 
in Defiance of Magua Charta, gave na 
| eſs than a hundred thouſand Pounds Da- 
mages, which ſhews, that the utter aan 
of this Gentleman and his Family v 
aimed at; and to prevent it, he was for- 
ya to ſurrender himſelf a Priſoner 3 in Ex- 


E 2 ecution 
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ecution, in Diſcharge of his. Bail, walnut 
4 r of Redemption. 


See O Shebbeare ! the Severity uſed 


| again an Alder man and Sheriff of Lan- 
don, for the Crime of barely ſpeaking leſs 
than thou haſt printed and diſperſed all 
over the Kingdom; in Relation to the Fa- 
mily of your moſt gracious Sovereign. 
What could you expect, when the Laws 


were thus ſtretched to puniſh a Magi- 
ſtrate of this Metropolis in ſo. rigorous 
a Manner? Rejoice, O rejoice, that you 


are not fined in ſo enormous a Sum, 


as would for ever exclude you the Rules 
of the King's Bench; deprive you of 
the Pleaſure of breathing the” freſh 
Air of St. George's Fields, and oblige 


you to end your Days within the Walls 
of that Priſon. Rejoice and receive Con 


ſolation; for this is one of the Bleſſings 


you receive from the Revolution, which 


you have painted or rather dabbad- with 


[ag ſuch odjous Colours. 


It would be unpardonable ſhou!d 1 here 


omit, as a Motive to Conſolation, the 


Treatment Algernon Sidney, the ſecond 


Son 0 the Earl of OY; met with in the 
ſame 


s 
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ſame Reign. This great Man was ar 


raigned for High- Treaſon at the King's. 


Bench Bar on the 7th of November, 1683, 
by the Lord Chief Juſtice Feffreys. Sir. 
Fobu Hawkins obſerves *, that when he 
came into the Hall, the [Indictment was 
ſo far from being found by the Grand- 
Jury, that it was not ſo much as preſented 
to them; but the King's Council who had 
packed the Jury, knew well enough, that 
it would be accepted, that is found upon 
Sight by the jury, without any Conſide- 
ration, which was accordingly done. The 
Indictment was for deſigning to oppoſe the 
King, and perſuading the King's Subjects - 
to rebel; and writing a certain Libel, 
wherein it was contained, that he (mean- 3 
ing King Charles. the Second) is ſubject 
to 1 Laws of God as he is a Man, and 
to the People who made bim, as he is, a 
King. To this Indictment he would have 
t in, ſome Exceptions expreſſed; in a 
Parchment in his Hand, but this was re- 
fuſed. On the 2 1ſt of November he was 
tried, at which Time be inſiſted on his 
having a Copy of his Indictment, an he 


* Heads upon * Tryal of Edward F itzharris, 
Stephen en Kc. Edit. 1686. ag. 76. . 
had 
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Bad done when he was arraigned; but 
was both Times denied; as was alſo his 
deſire of having the Benefit of Council, 
and the Jury being called over, he except - 
ed to ent for not being Freeholders ; ; 


but this Exception was alſo over- ruled. 


The Witneſſes brought to prove him guilty 
of defigning to oppoſe the King, had, all 
but one, nothing to alledge but Hearfay, 
and yet their pretended Evidence was 
ſummed up and urged with the baſeſt 
Invectives, as Evidence to the Jury; and 
the only Evidence brought to the Fact, 
was the Lord Howard, who had been 


guilty of ſeveral Treaſons, and had not 


been pardoned, who owed him a conſi- 
derable Sum upon a Mortgage, which 


Debt Col. Sidney alledged might probably 


be cancelled by his Conviction, and to 


invalidate his Evidence, that Gentleman 


brought ſeveral noble Witneſſes to prove, 
that his Lordſhip had not only denied his 
knowingany Thing of any ſuchPlot; but had 
ſometime after confeſſed, that he could not get 
his Pardon, until he had done ſome other 
Jobs, and till be bad paſſed through the 
Drudgery of Swearing. As to the Ma- 


nuſcript, upon which great Streſs was laid, 
it was not publiſhed ; but only found in 


his 


1 


n 
his Cloſet, and this was the firſt Indict- 
ment of High Treaſon upon which any 


Man loſt his Life for writing any Thing 


without publiſhing it. It had no Rela- 
tion to King Charles II. The Words in 
the Indictment were even unfairly quoted, 
and it was not even proved that he wrote 
it, but only that the Writing was like his 
Hand; yet from this Manuſcript, which 
was a part of his excellent Diſcourſes on 
Government now univerſally admired; and 


from the Teſtimony of only one Witneſs, 


and that a Man of no Principles, was the 


great, and the brave Algernon Sidney, 


ſentenced to die by a packed Jury, and 
his Head was cut off on the 7th of 
December 1683, when about 66 Years 

of Age. 83 wil x 1 


Bluſh, O Britain, and be aſtoniſhed, 
O ye Judges of the Earth! how have 
they who fat in the Seat of Judgment 
trampled on the Laws and deſpiſed Juſ- 
tice! Innocence and Truth hung down 
their Heads, and. Virtue. afforded no 
Protection to the Righteous. 


| Think O Shebbeare l for a Moment what : 


would have been thy Fate, hadſt thou 
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him 


had ſugh a Judge and ſuch a Jury! Doſt 


thou regret that this is not the Reign of 


a King like Charles the Second? Had 
that been the Caſe, thou mighteſt long 
ere this have been dragged on a Sledge 


from Newgate to Tyburn, and thy Quar- 
ters —_ now have—I will not name 


1t—-May. our Gates never be loaded with 


ſuch Ornaments; but may we have al- 
ways Judges like thine, who mingle 
— with Juſtice, and rive to reform 
rather than to pn, © = 


n woukdbe'beedives art adde rk uud 


| Taſk for me to run through all the In- 


ſtances of Cruelty and Injuſtice practiſed 


in that Reign under the Form of Law, 


in which the Liberty of the Preſs, or the 


Liberty of the Subject were invaded in 


ſuch a Manner as to N tor our An- 
nals. 1 8 


- 


1 now come ir! to bche Reign of a King 


| for whom you ſeem to have a-peculiar 


Eſteem, and to' regret that his Son does 
not now ſway the Britiſb Sceptre: You 
will here alſo ſee that "ogg and Inno- 
cence afforded: no Protection, and that 


„„ 


the moſt trifling Offence given. 0 8 
Court was punithed with Death, 


In the.Year 168 5, one Mrs. Gaunt, a 
Woman of great Piety, Virtue and Hu- 


manity, had in the Reign of Charles II. 


given great Offence by 3 perpetually 
employed in Acts of Charity and Good- 
neſs to ſuch as fell under the Reſentment 


of the Government, and therefore was 


now, in the Reign of James the Second, 


capitally indicted for compatiing the 
Death of the late King, by harbouring, 


concealing, aiding, comforting, &c. one 
Burton who aſſerted that he had been 


concerned in the Rye-houſe Plot, know- 
ing him to be a Traytor. Burton him- 


ſelf was produced as a Witneſs againſt 
her, and ſwore ſhe had twice procured 
bim a Veſſel to make his Eſcape, and had 
given him Money to help to bear his 
Charges: Burton's Wife and Deughter 

were the other Witneſſes; but neither of 


them could be brought to ſwear, that the 


Priſoner knew Burton was in any Plot, 
or even that his Name was in any Pro- 


clamation: Nor did it appear, that ſhe 
had ever harboured him, or given him 
Meat and Drink as the Indictment al- 


ks edged, 
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ledged. She was however found guil- 
ty, "and received Sentence to be burnt 
alive; which was executed accordingly ; 
and this ſhe underwent with a Reſig- 
nation, Chearfulneſs, and even Magna- 
nimity, that amazed her very Ene- 
mies. 


O Shebbeare! if thou haſt the Sen- 

ſibilities a Map, lament this unhappy 
Woman, burnt alive for affording 
'Aﬀiſtance to a Man in Dif 
treſs! Is this one of the Reigns thou 
admireſt, and preferreſt to the preſent ; 
a Reign in which it was a Crime to 
be virtuous, humane, and charitable? 
O rejoice that thou haſt not offended 
ſuch a Prince, and ſuch Judges; if 
thou hadſt, thou would have ſome 
Years ago died by an ignominions and 
horrid Execntion, and I ſhould not 
have how the Pleaſure of writing thee 
this friendly Letter of Conſolation. 


To this above Inſtance let me, Sir, ; 
add that of the Lady Liſle, who was in- 
dited for harbouring Mr. John Hicks, a 
Nonconformiſt Miniſter, who had ry 
ſought her Protection, which ſhe ge- 
| | nerouſly 


#8 © 
nerouſly granted. There was not the 
leaſt Proof upon the Trial that ſhe 
knew of his having ſerved under Mon- 
mouth, and the Lady herſelf aſſured the 
Court that ' ſhe did not. However, 
though a Woman, and unverſed in the 
Laws, ſhe was allowed no Council, 
and Judge Feffreys ſentenced her to be 
hanged ; after which, the King was fo 
obdurate, that when petitioned to re- 
ſpite her Execution but only four 
Days, he abſolutely refuſed to reſpite 
it for one, though he condeſcended to 
change her Sentence from that of hang- 
' ing to beheading. This Lady was up- 
Wards of ſeventy Years of Age, and 
her Behaviour at her Death was wor- 


thy the Innocence ad Piety of her 
Life. 


You ee, Sir, how Virtue and Hu- 
manity were, in this Reign, capitally 
punithed ! and if you bave the ſmal- 
leſt Portion of theſe Accompliſhments, 
'—Accompliſhments which are abſolutely 
neceſſary to form the Character of a 
Patriot, and even of an honeſt Man, 


let me perſuade you no longer o 


preach up the Family of the Stuarts, 
* but 


| C8. 
but to obey the Calls of Virtue, Hu- 
manity, and. Gratitude, and to wiſh 
well to a Family that has treated you, 
though guilty, better than your once 
favourite Kings treated the Innocent 
and Virtuous, even of the Fair Sex, 
who happened to offend them. 


J ſhall paſs over the reſt of the vaſt 
Multitude of the other Cruelties prac- 
tiſed by Teffreys, as well as the ſcan- 
dalous Trial, Condemnation, and Exe- 
cution of Mr. Corniſh, one who bad 
been an Alderman and Sheriff of this 
Metropolis; but had been illegally turn- 
ed out of his Office by the late 
| King; and ſhall conclude this Account 
of the Sufferings under the Reigns of 
the Stuarts, with a Caſe that perhaps 


comes nearer your own, for the Sufferer 
was an Author. 


The Reverend Mr. Yohnſon, who had 
been Chaplain to the unhappy Lord 
Rufjel about the Year 1686, publiſhed 
an Humble and Hearty Addreſs to all 
the Enghſh Proteſtants in the Army, 

not to make themſelves the Tools of 
the Papiſts, to enſlave their Country, 


and 


ww 
and ſubvert their Religion. Upon which 
the Court having diſcovered the Au- 
thor, proſecuted him in the King's 
Bench; and being convicted, this · reve- 
rend Clergyman was, for this Offence, 
lentenced to ſtand three Times in the 


Pillory, and to be whipt from New- 
gate to Tyburn; which barbarous Sen- 


tence was aggravated (as was uſual in 
that Reign) by the Inſults and Re- 
proaches of him who pronounced it. 
An Attempt was made to get the 
whipping Part of the Sentence remitted, 
by an Offer of two hundred Pounds 
to a Popiſh Prieſt, the moſt proper 
Advocate to addrets | the Tyrant; but 
even the Prieſt could not prevail, for 
James anſwered, That ſince Mr. Jobn- 
on had the Spirit of Martyrdom in 


him, it was fit he ſhould ſuffer: And 


indeed no Martyr ever ſuffered with 
greater Fortitude; for we are told, in 


his Life prefixed to his Works, that, 


under the Agony of Three Hundred 


and Seventeen Laſhes with a Cat-o'- 


1 Tails, he was ſo far from faint- 
, that had he not thought it would 
halt looked like Vain- glory, he could 
have ſung a Pfalm with as much 
Com- 
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Compoſure and Chearfulneſs, as ever 
he had done in the Church. 


| 0 Shebbeare, if thou batt the leaf 
Spack of Gratitude, the leaſt Love of 
Liberty lurking in any ſecret Corner 
of thine Heart; the ſmalleſt. Grain of 
that generous and noble Spirit, which 
fills the Breaſt of every honeſt and 
brave Briton, canſt thou read © theſe 
numerous loſtances of the Baſeneſs, the 
Cruelty, the Tyranny of the Princes, 
whoſe Reigns thou has preferred to 
that of the auguſt Prince who ſits on 
the Throne, without feeling thy Boſom 
ſwell with Indignation and Shame at 
thy paſt Conduct; and without ac- 
Enowledging the Lenity of thy Sen- 
tence, and rejoicing in the Happineſs 
thou may'ſt ſtill enjoy under a King, 
whoſe Acts of Juſtice partake of che 
Tenderneſs of a Father. 


From Murder, diſguiſed 2 the 
Form of Law; and from the moſt 
cruel Sufferings inflicted under its Sanc- 
tions, we were delivered by King Wil- : 
liam the Third, at whoſe Acceſſion 
the Liberty of the Preſs, and all the 


- other 


ER oo 
other Rights of the Subject, were efta- 
bliſhed upon a firmer Foundation than 
they had ever reſted upon before. To 
that Prince we originally owe theſe 
ineſtimable Bleſſings, and to him whom 
you have baſely -repreſented as the vileſt 


Monſter, and have even conſigned to 


Damnation, you yourſelf or7g7nally owe 
the Privilege you have enjoyed of fo 
long writing with Impunity, and of 
your now being under ſo mild and 
gentle a Sentence. The Tenderneſs that 

has been ſhewn you is immediately 
' owing to the Moderation and Com- 
paſſion of the Houſe of Hanover, which 
you call the Preſbyterian Meſſiah ; and 
to the gracious Government of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, who, during ſo long a 
Reign, has never encroached on the 
Liberties of his People; to his preſent 
Majeſty, whoſe brave and royal Father 
you have vilely repreſented as a Ty- 
rant, as a perfidions and ungrateful 
Monſter, you owe the Bleſſing of hav- 
ing no other Puniſhment for your 
Crimes, but that of being fined the 


inconſiderable Sum of five Pounds, of 
ſtanding in the Pillory at Charing-Crofs, 


of being impriſoned in the King's Bench 
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three Years, and of giving Security fof 
your good Behaviour for ſeven Years, | 
yourſelf in a Bond of Five Hundred 
Pounds, and two Sureties in no more 
than Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds 


each. That it is no worſe with you 


ought to be the _— of your Joy 
and Gratitude. 


You, Sir, obſerve, that & What Evils 


*& a Stuart on the Throne of England 


ce would have produced, can be but a 
<« ſpeculative Conſideration at preſent; 
© however, it may be perfectly diſ- 


cerned what are the Bleſſings which 


«© come with a North-Eaſt Wind from 
« Germany, and the Effects of them were 
*© never more conſpicuous than at this 
«© unparalleled Moment *.” The Evils 
that would have followed by having a 
Stuart Family on the Trone, . are how- 
ever very evident; and you have Rea- 
ſon to believe, from the conſtant Prac- 
tice of that Family, with Regard to 
Offenders like you, ſome of thoſe Evils 
might now have rendered you in a 
moſt miſerable Situation; and of the 


* The Sixth Letter to the People of E . 
p. 38. 
Bleflings 
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Bleſſings brought by the North-Eaſt. 
Wind, you Yourſelf now feel the Ef- 
fects. Rejoice then in theſe Bleſſings, 
and in an Event that has ſo. viſibly - 
preſerved you from the loweſt Degree 


of Miſery, if not from Death. 
But I would not purſue this Subject 


too far. 1 will not ſuppoſe you have 
not one Spark of Honour; and if you 


have, your Gratitude to the preſent Go- 


vernment will teach you how to act: 


and let me tell you, from Experience, 
that Gratitude is one of the moſt pleaſ- 
ing Senſations of the human Mind. 


As to your paſt Conduct; Yau; are 
| ſenſible, I am perſuaded, that the Man 
Who has oppoſed. the Meaſures of the 
Court, has always aſſumed the Name of 
a Patriot; ; and that you have not been 
the firſt who has adorned himſelf with 
this glorious Title, by defaming and op- 


poſing the moſt ſalutary Meaſures, and 


ſuch as moſt evidently tended to the 


nity. 


You have not been the firſt, 1 for 
Want of Facts, have invented ſuch as 
„ are 


Honour and F of the Commu- | 
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| are moſt adapted to exaſperate a free 
People; and that, by reaſoning upon 
theſs ſeIf-born Chittieras: have endeavour- - 

ed to ſcatter about the Seeds of Sedition, 

and to raife a general Spirit of Diſcon-' 
tent. | | | 


You are not tp firlt that has pervert- 
ed and miſrepreſented Hiſtory, . and diſ- 
guifed known Events in ſuch a Manner, 
that they have no more Relation” to 
Truth, than if they ſprung originally 
f.om your own Brain, and were origt- 
nally the Offspring of Falſhood. | 


You are not the firſt of thoſe hs to 
ſhew their Love for their Country, have 
abuſed all Ranks and Orders of Men; 
who have thrown Calumny out at Ran- 
dom, and treated crowned Heads, and 
even their own Sovereign, in groſſer 
Terms than they would dare to treat a 
good taſty Porter. 


bl 


If, therefore,” you have no Togenuity 
of Mind, your not being ſingular ' nay 
afford you ſome Conſolation. | 


Though many of your Principles have 
been found fallacious, and Experience 
has | 


1 


has all along ſhewn, that but little; 1 
ſhonld rather ſay, no Regard is to be 


paid to your Arguments; yet you have 
as much Right to maintain, propagate, 
and perliſt in your Opinions, as any other 


Man who aſſerts, with equal „ 


what is contradicted by all n "0 
by cally hs Re ag | .. 8; | 


The beave King of Prufſ, ih in 


one of your Letters, (I think it is the 


fourth) you repreſent as a little inſignifi- 
can Prince, unworthy of our Alliance, 


has ever ſince triumphed over the united 


Force of the three greateſt Powers of 
: — aſſiſted * the Swedes. 


Our throwing off all Connection with 


What you infamouſly call, in your fixth 
Letter, inſatiate Germans, and Hoy 
Harpies, and joining with France, is a 
Propoſal ſo repugnant to the Dictates of 


Common Senſe, that there is not a 
School-boy that can read, who would not 


laugh at the Abſurdity of the Propoſal. 
And this Nation, which m every one of 


your Letters you have repreſented as 


mortgaged to H, involved in the 
moſt — Calamities, by the preſent 
£04 WS Nl 
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Royal Family, and on the Brink, if not 
already in the Gulph, of Ruin; this 
Nation, I fay, which you have ſo baſe- 
ly defamed, is ſtill a brave, a flouriſhing, 
a happy, and a free People. Thanks 
to the Divine Providence, and the vigo- 
rous and ſteady Meaſures taken by his 
Majeſty and the preſent. Miniſtry, we 
have triumphed over France in the moſt 
effectual Manner; and, by ruining her 
Navy, taking Cape Breton, the Ifland of 
St. Jobn, and becoming Maſters of the 
River Senegal, in Africa, have raiſed our 
Commerce to a greater Height than 
ever was known in former Ages. In 
ſhort, his Majeſty, whoſe Connections 
with theſe Kingdoms, you with ſuch 
Aſſurance condemn, is ſtill, in ſpite of 
all your Efforts, beloved and admired by 
his grateful and affectionate People. 


Vou ſee, therefore, by theſe few In- 
ſtances, the little Effect your Letters 
have had, and many more I might eaſily 
mention ; therefore in caſe you ſhould 
repent of having written theſe Pieces, 
and of the innumerable Falſhoods they 
contain, you need not afflict yourſelf 
too much from your Apprehenſion of 
the Miſchief they have done. This, I 
1 hope 


(i) 


hope, will be a Subject of Conſolation; 


and I give it as a proper Motive for 
Comfort, | 


Rejoice then in the Lenity of thy 


1 Fate, and be not caſt down, O Shebbeare ] 


Give Way to the Joy of thine Heart, 


and be filled with Conſolation, Put a- 


way Bigotry, a Love of Slavery, and of 
Slave- makers. Deteſt the Memory of 


thoſe Tyrants who have ruled with a 


Rod of Iron, and love thoſe Princes who 


have been, and thoſe who are ſtill, the 
| Patrons of Liberty, the Fathers of the 


Country, and the Friends of Mankind. 


May thy Breaſt be filled with Wiſdom 
and Integrity, and may Truth and Can- 
dour, {ſweeter than Honey or the Honey 
Comb, flow from thy Lips and thy Pen; 


then ſhall thy Breath be as fragant as 


the ſpicy Breezes of Arabia, and the 


odious Smell of Slander, Defamation, and 
Falſhood ſhall be forgotten. Then ſhall | 


Safety and Peace compaſs thy Steps, and 


all thy Diſgraces, and all thy Follies, be 
hid in Oblivion, 


J am, &c. 
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